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Geography Graduate School Intensive Course 17.-19.11.2005
University of Oulu
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Regions, regional identities and various kinds of boundaries have become significant all around the world. They have become particularly important in the current Europe(an Union), where the idea of “the Europe of Regions” has turned out to be a major rhetorical and administrative instrument – together with the debate on the internal and external borders of the EU area. Scholars operating at various academic fields have struggled fiercely to develop new theoretical and empirical approaches to understand and conceptualize the changing roles of regions, identities and boundaries. This intensive course will concentrate on these key concepts in the form of lectures and discussions on student papers. Visiting lecturers are Prof. Martin Jones (University of Aberyswyth, UK) and Dr. Maano Ramutsindela (University of Cape Town, SA). Prof. Jones has studied e.g. the construction of regions, regional governance and its changes at various spatial scales, as well as the questions of political geography. Dr. Ramutsindela is a political geographer who has studied e.g. the state and sub-state boundaries in Africa and the post-apartheid situation. Both will also comment the papers of doctoral students (research plans, conceptual and methodological questions, etc.). 
Registration by sending abstract (max 250 words) by Tuesday 1.11.2005 to  anssi.paasi@oulu.fi or jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi. Further details from Prof. Paasi or Prof. Saarinen.

