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Case study and comparative research are among the traditional basic tools in geographical analysis. In the recent years these contextually sensitive methodologies have also gained prominence in other social science disciplines and fields, such as sociology, urban and rural studies, the study of politics, and international relations. This has largely happened in the context of the “cultural turn” (the growth of interest in culture and cultural phenomena), which has had a profound influence on social research of the past two decades. The application of case study in research brings fore methodological issues, such as the question of how the particular and the general are related.

This intensive course will tackle issues related to the role of case study in research. Among such questions are generalization from the particular, the possibility of comparison across cultural differences, and the question of researcher’s relation to the field.

The course invites as participants all students of the Geography Graduate School in Finland. The course is based on opening lectures given by scholars with expertise in the area. The lectures are followed by workshops in which the students will present their work in progress. The student papers are commented upon by the keynote speakers, and discussed in the group. Particular attention is paid to methodological issues in each presentation. The guest lectures and workshops are open to all participants.
Registeration by sending workshop presentation abstract (max. 200 words) by Tuesday 27.9.2005 to jouni.hakli@uta.fi
